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[(1) In any proceedings the wife or husband of the accused shall be competent to give evidence-(a) subject to subsection (4) below, for the prosecution; and (b) on behalf of the accused or any person jointly charged with the accused.]
[ F4 (2) In any proceedings the [ F5 spouse or civil partner] of a person charged in the proceedings shall, subject to subsection (4) below, be compellable to give evidence on behalf of that person.
(2A) In any proceedings the [ F5 spouse or civil partner] of a person charged in the proceedings shall, subject to subsection (4) below, be compellable-(a) to give evidence on behalf of any other person charged in the proceedings but only in respect of any specified offence with which that other person is charged; or (b) to give evidence for the prosecution but only in respect of any specified offence with which any person is charged in the proceedings.
(3) In relation to the [ F5 spouse or civil partner] of a person charged in any proceedings, an offence is a specified offence for the purposes of subsection (2A) above if-(a) it involves an assault on, or injury or a threat of injury to, the [ F5 spouse or civil partner] or a person who was at the material time under the age of 16; (b) it is a sexual offence alleged to have been committed in respect of a person who was at the material time under that age; or Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 (c. 60) Part VIII -Evidence in Criminal Proceedings-General Document Generated: 2019-04-17 (6) Where in any proceedings the age of any person at any time is material for the purposes of subsection (3) above, his age at the material time shall for the purposes of that provision be deemed to be or to have been that which appears to the court to be or to have been his age at that time. Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 (c. 60) Part VIII -Evidence in Criminal Proceedings-General Document Generated: 2019-04-17 
